Delphinium

herbaceous borders, prefer a good loamy
soil, enriched with lime and animal
manures. They will, however, grow in
any soil so long as measures are taken to
supply deficiencies. The first and most
important thing is deep digging, which
must be done whether the soil is light or
heavy in texture. For a depth of fully
3 ft. the soil should be thoroughly broken
up. If it is light, plentiful supplies of
decayed leaves and old manure should be
incorporated with it, and if the soil is
heavy, long strawy stable manure will be
the best addition. Lime is an essential
to the health of the delphinium and a
dressing of this should always be given,
the amount varying according to the con-
dition of the natural soil.

If it is desired to grow delphiniums on
shallow soil over chalk, very large quanti-
ties of decayed manure must be mixed with
the top 18 in. of soil. The delphinium
is very susceptible to drought, and unless
there is plenty of animal manure above the
chalk the roots are almost certain to get
dry in the hot summer weather.

For gardeners in town districts, where
stable manure cannot easily be obtained,
the best preparation of the soil for del-
phinium culture would be to add liberal
quantities of bone meal, and if the soil
seems light and dry, to dig in hop manure.
PLANTING.

The best time to plant border del-
phiniums is in February. Autumn plant-
ing is quite satisfactory in some gardens
but on the whole February is the best
month of the year for the work.

Young plants should be set very firmly
in the soil, with the crowns below the
surface. This prevents the drying out of
the new roots. As slugs are inclined to
be troublesome amongst delphiniums,
especially in the winter months, it is
advisable at planting time to spread finely-
sifted coal ashes over the crowns.

For ordinary garden decoration, the
plants can be as close together as 2 ft.,
but for exhibition spikes 3>ft. should be
allowed between each.

As soon as the young shoots appear
above the ground the soil between the
plants should be lightly forked,' and a top
dressing of old stable manure, leaves or
grass clippings should be put over the
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soil surface. This will help to preserve
the moisture during dry spells or when
there are cold winds. The plants should
at no time be allowed to become dry, and
if weeks of dry weather occur it is advisable
to soak the ground thoroughly about twice
a week. When the flower spikes begin
to form, feed with liquid manure to help
the plants to make tall, tapering spikes.
As with most strong-growing perennial
plants, delphiniums send up a large num-
ber of spikes from each root, particularly
the second and third year after planting.
If these are all allowed to grow, the flowers
will be only of inferior quality. As soon
as the spikes are a few inches high they
should be thinned out, allowing only three
the first year, and five to seven the'second
year, of the strongest shoots to each crown,
for exhibition plants, or half a dozen to
each plant if required only for garden
decoration.

STAKE FIEMLY.

The modern delphinium grows to such
a height that it is hardly ever safe to leave
the spikes without artificial support, other-
wise they are almost certain to fall to the
ground in high winds or heavy rains. The
exhibition spikes should have a stick to
each spike, but with other plants it will
be sufficient to place three or four sticks
round the clump and to run a string round
these sticks to hold the spikes in position.
As the flowers fade, cut the stems down
to the ground. If the food supplies are
maintained, the delphiniums will then send
up further stems to flower during the*iate
summer months.

Slugs, in winter, are probably the chief
trouble to which delphiniums are subject,
and almost every grower has his own
special remedy for dealing with the pest.
To cover the crown, as winter approaches,
with a small heap of finely-sifted coal
ashes is one method, the ashes being
renewed from time to time as necessary.
Another method is to remove all the dead
and dying vegetation from the crowns of
the plants at the beginning of the winter,
and to strew liberal quantities of mortar
rubble over the crowns. This prevents
the plants from becoming waterlogged
and consequently from rotting, as well as
keeping slugs "at bay, Another method is
to cover the crowns with sharp river sand.